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Foreword 


Seventy years have elapsed since the Wunderlich brothers, Ernest 
and Alfred, later joined by their brother Dr. Otto, began their life’s 
work in Sydney, Australia, and founded the industry which, today, is 
Wunderlich Limited, a leader in the Australian building materials 
manufacturing field. 

Of the three brothers who were associated during their lifetime 
with the business, Alfred Wunderlich, the present Chairman of Directors 
of the Company, now in his ninety-third year, is the only survivor. 
Ernest, the senior brother, known affectionately as “The Chief” passed 
away in 1945 at the age of eighty-six, followed by the death of Dr. Otto 
in 1951 in his ninetieth year. Today the management of the Company 
is in the hands of three Managing Directors, namely: Alfred Wunderlich, 
Chairman, Douglas Croudace, and Charles Wunderlich (son of Alfred 
Wunderlich), and four Ordinary Directors ably supported by a large 
body of men characterised by that intangible asset, never appearing 
on the balance sheet, but of untold value nevertheless, namely loyalty to 
the company and unbounded faith in its future. 

The early history of the Wunderlich Industry was fully described 
in three previous publications, namely: Twenty Years of Wunderlich 
Industry, published in 1908, Forty Years of Wunderlich Industry, pub¬ 
lished in 1927, Sixty Years of Wunderlich Industry published in 1947. 

The present publication, commemorating the Seventieth Annivers¬ 
ary of the founding of the industry chiefly describes, by words and illus¬ 
trations, the more important developments that have taken place in 


the ten years since 1947. The story is one of major accomplishments 
in Australian manufacturing. 

The immediate post-war years, 1945-1949, were fraught with diffi¬ 
culties; problems of shortages of raw materials, labour and electric 
power, were coupled with an abundance of controls and restrictions and 
an overwhelming demand for the Company's products that could not be 
adequately met with the available manufacturing facilities. Expansion 
was boldly tackled. Over the last ten years, existing plants were enlarged, 
new products developed, entirely new factories erected, new machinery 
installed and production geared to the needs of the rapidly expanding 
industrial, commercial and domestic requirements of building materials 
within the Company’s range. As a result, Wunderlich Limited today is 
equipped in every phase of its activities to meet the demand for its 
products. But with the accelerated tempo of Australian industrial activity 
the Company is not resting on its laurels. A long-range programme of 
future development is planned, embracing continuous improvement 
of existing products and methods of manufacture, as well as the intro¬ 
duction of new Wunderlich building materials to the Company’s already 
large range. 

The manufacture of products of high quality coupled with depend¬ 
able service to customers have always ranked as vital policies of the 
Wunderlich organisation. 

The confidence and esteem of the architectural and engineering 
professions, building and allied trades and distributing houses through¬ 
out Australia and the Pacific Islands are amongst the most cherished 
possessions of the Company. 
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Founders and Products 


The illustration on page 9 shows Allred and Ernest Wunderlich 
standing in front of an exhibit in the Sydney Arts and Crafts Exhibition 
held in 1892. The exhibit comprises zinc work for roofs and ceilings of 
highly ornate character, that found favour with the architects of those 
days. Many examples of this class of work can be seen today in the 
metropolis and the country, typical of which are: the great ceiling of the 
Town Hall in Sydney, the spire of St. James’ Church, and the turrets of 
Sydney Hospital in Macquarie Street. Stamped metal ceilings had 
become very popular at that time and the first factory at Redfern for 
stamped metal work soon proved inadequate to cope with demand. 



Wunderlich metal ceiling in the Sydney Town Hall. Installed 1888—in perfect 

condition today. 
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The Wunderlich display at the Arts and Crafts Exhibition, Sydney, 1892. 
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The Showroom, Baptist Street , Redfern. 
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The Decade 1947-1957 


The story of Wunderlich Limited since 1947, the year in which 
the Company celebrated its Sixtieth Anniversary, is, broadly speaking, 
one of transition from wartime to peacetime production, and of a subse¬ 
quent and still continuing process of intensive development and expan¬ 
sion to meet the tremendous demand for building materials of all kinds. 

The early post-war years presented problems in marketing to ensure 
a fair distribution of the Company's available production to its 
customers. The demand far exceeded the output of all lines and a 
Government controlled priority system, a carry-over from wartime years, 
ensured that supplies were directed to the most urgent buildings both 
in the industrial and domestic fields. Later on, when strict Govern¬ 
mental control was eased, it was necessary to adopt a policy that would 
continue to give equitable distribution to users generally. The quota 
system of supplying distributors with products for resale was followed 
until supplies became more freely available. The goodwill of architects 
and builders who had been regular users of Wunderlich building 
materials in normal times was retained by meeting their needs as far 
as it was practically possible. The building programme generally was 
so virile that delays were inevitable with the supply of all building 
materials and the completion of building projects. 

Wunderlich Limited takes pride in the fact that it in no small 
measure contributed to the stability, prosperity and future progress 
of Australia, firstly in helping to ease the severe housing shortage and 
secondly in providing much of the essential materials for the erection 
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of the many factories, workshops, stores, commercial buildings, etc., 
which are the tangible signs of the nation’s post-war prosperity. 

The problems confronting the Company at the beginning of the 
decade under review were many and varied. 

Shortage of raw materials and labour were perhaps the two most 
vexatious. World markets were searched for asbestos fibre and sheet 
steel—basic materials for the operation of two of the Company’s most 
important divisions—in order to supplement supplies from local sources. 

Scarcity of labour, especially skilled labour, was another inescapable 
legacy of the war years, when so many young men who otherwise would 
have acquired the necessary technical training enlisted in the Armed 
Forces. The demand for unskilled labour was to some extent met by 
the arrival of New Australians whom the Government directed to 
certain industries. The clay and asbestos-cement divisions benefited by 
this arrangement. 

Power failures in New South Wales were so numerous and so pro¬ 
longed during the “blackout era” of the early post-war years that the 
Company was compelled to install its own generating plants at consider¬ 
able cost. 

Wages steadily rose every three months under the quarterly adjust¬ 
ment system of determining the basic wage, necessitating increases in 
the selling prices of the Company’s products. 

However, the introduction of new machines and new methods 
played a big part in the battle to keep prices down and brought the 
Company’s manufacturing techniques to a point where they are of World 
standard. 

By good management, the introduction of new machines and 
modern methods, and by sound trading, the Company today has reached 
a position where the demand for its products can largely be satisfied. 
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To triumph over difficulties and to progress in the face of great 
problems makes life worth while. And so, all things considered, the 
Company looks back upon the decade since 1947 as perhaps the most 
successful of its history. 



Drop hammer stamping of metals to produce crisp ornamental relief has been used 
since the inception of the Wunderlich industry. 
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The Wunderlich Industry Today 

Renowned for the quality of its manufactures which have enjoyed 
widespread use in the erection and embellishment of all types of build¬ 
ings—monumental, commercial, industrial and domestic—throughout 
Australia and the adjacent islands since the inception of the industry, 
Wunderlich Limited today produces building materials in three distinct 
categories—in metals, asbestos-cement and clay. 

The small enterprise at Redfern seventy years ago lias grown to a 
large concern consisting of eighteen factories in five of the six States 
of the Commonwealth, and a substantial interest in the business of 
H.L. Brisbane and Wunderlich Limited of Perth, Western Australia. 

Of the eighteen factories, six are devoted to the production of Archi¬ 
tectural and Industrial Metalwork, six to Terra-cotta Roofing Tiles, 
three to “Durabestos” Asbestos-cement products, two to Ceramic Facings 
and one to Stoneware Pipes. 

The Wunderlich organisation is spread throughout Australia, as 
follows: 

NEW SOUTH WALES: Head Office, Sales Department Showroom and 
Metalworking factory at Baptist Street, Redfern, Sydney; Metal¬ 
working factory at Villawood; Asbestos-cement, Terra-cotta Roofing 
Tile, Ceramics and Stoneware Pipe Works at Rosehill. A Sales Office 
is also located at King Street, Newcastle. 

VICTORIA: Sales Office and Metalworking factory at Hanna Street, 
South Melbourne; Asbestos-cement and Ceramic works at Sunshine 
and a Terra-cotta Roofing Tile factory at Vermont. 



An aerial view showing the Company's Head Office , Sales Department Showroom, 
Lawn Display and Metalworking Factory, Baptist Street, Redfern, Sydney. 


QUEENSLAND: Sales Office and Metalworking factory at The Valley, 
Brisbane; Asbestos-cement works at Gaythorne; Terra-cotta Roofing 
Tile factories at Northgate and Ferny Grove. 

SOU I H AUS 1 RALIA: Sales Office and Asbestos-Cement warehouse 
at Grote Street, Adelaide; Metalworking factory at Campden Gardens 
and Terra-cotta Roofing Tile works at Edwardstown. 
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Villawood (N.S.W.) Metalworking Factory completed, in 1977 for the manufacture 
of aluminium windows, curtain walls, acoustic metal ceilings and stainless steel 

sinks. 


TASMANIA: Sales Office and Metalworking factory at Melville Street, 
Hobart, Sales Office and Terra-cotta Roofing Tile works at Cos¬ 
grove Street, Kings Meadows, Launceston. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Associated with H. L. Brisbane and 
Wunderlich Limited, Perth, with Sales Office and Metalworking- 
factory at Lord Street; Terra-cotta Roofing I ile lactoiies at Cavei- 
sham and Belmont; Stoneware pipe works at Belmont; Pottery at 
Subiaco and Fireclay ware factory at Brown Street, East Perth. 
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Bowls for stainless steel sinks are pressed in one piece and are seamless. 
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Metalworking Division 

The Metalworking Division is the senior branch of the Company’s 
many-sided activities. It is equipped for the modelling, stamping, cutting, 
machining, pressing, welding and fabrication and assembly of metal com¬ 
ponents in sheet and extruded form, for architectural and industrial 
uses. Casting of non-ferrous alloys (and heat treatment of aluminium 
castings), metal finishing processes including brass finishing, oxidising, 
polishing, spray painting and stove enamelling, also vitreous enamelling 
of bronze are undertaken. 

Production covers a wide field and at the beginning of 1947, was 
devoted to the manufacture of Architectural Metalwork, Metal Doors 
and Frames, Grilles, Entrances, etc., Metal Ceilings and Fascias, Flush 
Steel Partitions, Windows, Escalator-balustrading, Glazing Bars, Metal 
Letters, Nameplates and Memorial Plates, Stainless Steel Sinks, Metal 
Kitchen Cabinets, Perforated Cable Plating, Non-ferrous Castings and 
Industrial Metalwork, stamped and pressed components for refrigerators, 
washing machines and the like. 
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Interior view of 
Villaxuood Works 
showing the spray 
painting and oven 
baking of acoustic 
metal ceiling panels. 















During the last ten years, the industry has expanded with the intro¬ 
duction of many new products including: Acoustic Metal Ceilings; 
Adjustable Sun Louvres; Insulated Metal Wall Cladding; Aluminium 
Windows and Curtain Walls and Aluminium Glazing Bars. New 
machines and new production techniques have played an important part 
in these developments. 

Under the impetus of the post-war boom in domestic, industrial and 
—of recent times—commercial building, the demand for the Company’s 
products increased to such an extent that the original metalworking 
factories became too small and resulted in the curtailment of the intake 
of orders in the specialised metalworking field. The introduction of new 
products accentuated the need for expansion of factory premises. 

In 1950 the Brisbane Factory at Amelia Street, Valley, was enlarged. 
In the same year the Hobart Metalworking Factory was transferred to 
Melville Street and new offices and showrooms erected on the site. The 
old factory at Grote Street, Adelaide, was vacated and a new plant erected 
at Campden Gardens, where production commenced in 1956. 

A new factory site of 10 acres was acquired at Villawood, N.S.W.— 
a growing industrial suburb 16 miles from Sydney, and building opera¬ 
tions began in 1956. The first stage of a long-range building programme 
on the site was completed at the end of that year, when production of 
Acoustic Metal Ceilings and Stainless Steel Sinks was transferred from 
the Redfern Works. 

In 1957 extensions to the new Villawood factory unit were com¬ 
pleted to provide space for the manufacture, under licence from 
Cupples Products Corporation, St. Louis, Missouri, U.S.A., of a large 
range of Aluminium Windows, Doors and Curtain Walls. The com¬ 
pletion of the second unit brought capital expenditure to £350,000 
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Wunderlich acoustic 
metal ceilings absorb 
an average of 85 per 
cent of incidental 
noise . 



Wunderlich flush 
steel partitions are 
fire-resistant and 
re-arrangeable. 



Wunderlich metal 
doors and screens are 
features of many 
modern buildings. 
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and added in all 60,000 square feet of floor space to the Company’s factory 
buildings. 

So these and other long range plans ensure the further expansion 
and future progress of the Wunderlich Metalworking Division. 



Delightful in design, Wunderlich modern metal ceilings are favoured also for their 
permanence, freedom from painting problems and fire-resistance—they are trouble 

free. 
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Wunderlich craftsmen are renowned for the production of architectural metalwork 

of the highest quality. 
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Metal entrance screens and. grilles, letters, badges, nameplates 
and awning ceilings are features of many Australian commercial 
buildings. The two illustrations are typical of Wunderlich crafts¬ 
manship. 




































AUSTRALIA 
NEW 'ZEALAND 
,NK LIMITED . 


AUSTRALIA 
HEW ZEALAND 
yjriGS BANK 


Metal letters, motifs, and cast 
bronze nameplates distinguish 
the entrances of modern 
banking chambers. 



Wunderlich stainless steel 
sinks are made in a variety of 
sizes a?id types. 








Aluminium horizontal sun- 
breaks and mull ions, also 
aluminium and stamless steel 
fascia are featured. 



Acoustic metal ceilings 
painted in two colours achieve 
an attractive chequered 
pattern. 



The adjustable sun louvres, 
entrance screen and flagpole 
bracket are of aluminium. 
Metal letters are zincanneal 
and broiize. 







































Modelling a crest in clay prior to casting in bronze or aluminium. Similar model¬ 
ling is carried out for stamping in rnetal and reproduction in clay, the latter being 
sprayed with ceramic glazes and kiln fired. 
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Typical of a large variety 
of badges and crests 
produced in cast bronze, 
vitreous enamelled in 
colours , also in a range of 
oxidised finishes, as well as 
in aluminium and. sheet 
metal, the latter being 
synthetic enamelled in 
colours. 














Figure stamped in bronze, oxidised and 
applied to a background of Wunderlich 
ceramic facing . 


Crest, built from stamped sheet metal and synthetic 
enamelled in colours. Background is Wunderlich 
ceramic facing. 




Plaque in cast bronze, commemorating 
the visit of Pier Majesty Queen FJiza- 
beth II and IP.R.H. the Duke of 
EAinburzh to Australia in I Q e ^A. 


TO THE MEMORY OF 

HAROLD CORDON DARLING 

DIRECTOR 

THE BROKEN HILL PROPRIETARY COMPANY LIMITED 
FROM 1914 UNTIL HIS DEATH ON JANUARY 26. 1950 
CHAIRMAN 1922-1950 

AND TO COMMEMORATE HIS OUTSTANDING SERVICE 
IN THE ESTABLISHMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRY 





Memorial plaques with applied cast badges in bronze 
and aluminium. 



Metal flagpole base and metal letters, applied to a 
background of Wunderlich ceramic facing. 

































Roofing in non-ferrous metals, as typic¬ 
ally illustrated, formed the base on which 
was built the Wunderlich industry, for 
the first order received in 1887 called for 
the supply of zinc roofing. 







Typica l alurn in ium 
alloy castings, for 
industrial uses, heat 
treated to specifica¬ 
tion, if desired. 


Industrial metal wall cladding in either aluminium or zincanneal 
provides an attractive insulated wall covering to modern factory 
buildings. Aluminium glazing bars are used for the glazed areas. 
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Wunderlich Limited retains a staff of workmen skilled in the fixing of New Deep 
corrugated “Durabestos” asbestos-cement roofing. 
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Asbestos-Cement Division 


“DURABESTOS” ROOFING AND WALLING 

A glance at the factory buildings which have sprung up all over 
Australia during the nation’s huge post-war industrial boom will reveal 
at least one factor which is common to the great majority of them, namely: 
the roofs and walls are of corrugated asbestos-cement sheets. 

Behind this fact lies a major contribution by Wunderlich Limited 
during the vital years since the end of World War II, for the availability 
of Wunderlich “Durabestos” asbestos-cement sheets, both flat and corru¬ 
gated, assisted appreciably the rapid completion of many urgently needed 
industrial plants. 

Millions of square yards of flat asbestos-cement sheets which pour 
from the Company’s “Durabestos” works in Sydney, Melbourne and 
Brisbane each year are used in the erection of homes for the people. 
Many hundreds of thousands of Australians live in asbestos-cement 
houses. During the post-war decade 669,247 houses were erected in Aus¬ 
tralia and of these 186,356, or 28%, were of asbestos-cement. In New 
South Wales the proportion of asbestos-cement homes is much greater— 
114,076 of a total of 225,723, or nearly 51%. 
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In manufacturing “Durabestos” building sheets, Wunderlich 
Limited employs the latest overseas technological developments. In 
1952 the Company acquired the exclusive Australian rights to Danish- 
made Magnani machines for the manufacture of New Deep corrugated 
“Durabestos” sheets; these machines are now installed at the Company’s 
works at Rosehill (N.S.W.), Sunshine (Victoria) and Gaythorne 
(Queensland). 

The Magnani machines are a prelude of industrial automation and 
represent a tremendous advance over the old method of making corru¬ 
gated asbestos-cement sheets by first turning out a flat sheet and then 
corrugating it. The Magnani machines are virtually automatic. See 
illustrations pages 37 and 38. 



The side walling and roofing illustrated is Wunderlich New Deep corrugated 

“Durabestos”. 





























































































































































New Deep corrugated “Durabestos” asbestos-cement sheets are precision made on 
Magnani machines, as illustrated, at Rosehill, N.S.W., Sunshine, Vic., and 
Gaythorne, Qld., “Durabestos” Works. The machines are virtually automatic. A 
touch of a button starts the process of mixing the component ingredients—asbestos 
fibre, cement and water. The finished sheets feature thickened crowns and valleys 
of the corrugations, ensuring perfect fitting of end and side lap joints. 
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A close view of the Magnani 
machine on which is manufac¬ 
tured New Deep corrugated 
u Durabestos yy sheets. 




Section of Nezv Deep corrugated 
(< Durabestos yy sheets illustrating 
the thickened crowns and valleys 
of the corrugations. 


Stack of New Deep corrugated 
“Durabestos” sheets showing 
how the thickened crowns and 
valleys permit close “nesting yy 
during stacking and transport, 
guarding against ^spreading*' 
and damage. 





An interior view of the Rosehill, N.S.W. Works, showing stacks of “Durabestos” 
asbestos-cement fiat and corrugated sheets. 


For the manufacture of flat “Durabestos” sheets—familiar as a basic 
wall and ceiling material of houses in every part of Australia—Danish 
Hatschek machines are used. Installed within the last 10 years, replacing 
older type machines whose operation involved too great a labour cost, 
these machines are also substantially automatic. 

The expenditure on new machines and building extensions to 
accommodate them has been considerable, and the Wunderlich Asbestos- 
cement Division is now equipped for the manufacture of “Durabestos” 
asbestos-cement products in a manner comparable with advanced over¬ 
seas techniques. As a result of production economies, increases in the 
selling prices of the Company’s products—despite an era of sharply rising 
raw material and wages costs—have been proportionately much lower 
than other building materials and commodities in general. 
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Throughout Australia, “ Durabestos” is 
used for roofing and walling industrial 
buildings. 



























Precision made New Deep corrugated “Durabesfos” roofing, is resistant to the 
xueather, fire, corrosion and, salt-laden air. 




















The three houses illustrated 
show the adaptability of 
asbestos-cement sheets to 
the various styles of modern 
domestic architecture . 
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“Durabestos” asbestos-cement flat sheets are manufactured on Hatschek machines, 
which are substantially automatic. 
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The “Durabestos” Works also produce from the newly made “wet” 
and pliable flat asbestos-cement sheets, a large range of moulded acces¬ 
sories necessary for the completion of roofing and walling installations and 
sundry other uses. These include ridge and hip cappings, barge mould¬ 
ings, roof and wall ventilators, eaves and box gutters, rainwater heads, 
skylights, louvre blades, cover and angle mouldings, water tanks, junc¬ 
tion boxes and even aerodrome markers. 

A new Wunderlich asbestos-cement product is “DURAWALL”, a 
moulded (grooved) wall sheet that is finding ready use as an external 
lining to modern homes and industrial buildings. In 1957 “DURA- 
DEC”, a decorated asbestos-cement flat sheet, available in several colours, 
and used for lining bathroom, kitchen and laundry walls, was placed 
on the market and met with instant success. 


Moulded “Durabestos” accessories are widely used. Illustrated are typical examples. 










“Durawall”, an asbestos-cement sheeting with a grooved profile, 
is shown applied to the exterior walls of a modern timber frame 

house. 


“Duradec” decorated- asbestos-cement sheets provide a colourful 
modern finish to kitchen, bathroom and laundry walls. 





















In the manufacture of terra-cotta roofing tiles, clay from the clay pit is finely 
ground, extruded and cut into lengths, comprising four bats, each bat containing 
sufficient clay for pressing one tile . 
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Ceramics Division 


TERRA-COTTA ROOFING TILES 

To the Wunderlich Industry must go the credit for giving many 
Australian cities and towns one of their outstanding characteristics . . . 
the red roofs of their homes. Tiles were imported from Marseilles, 
France between the years 1892 to 1915. In 1916 the Company com¬ 
menced manufacture at its Tile Works at Rosehill, N.S.W., and Bruns¬ 
wick, Victoria. 

In the first year of operations, the Rosehill plant turned out 
1,660,342 tiles. The popularity of this type of roofing with Australian 
homebuilders decided the Company to erect works throughout Aus¬ 
tralia. 

During the year ended February 1957, the Company’s tileries, 
together with those of the associate Company of H. L. Brisbane and 
Wunderlich Limited, Perth, W.A., produced over 26,500,000 terra-cotta 
tiles; sufficient to cover 15,250 houses of average size. 
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Lawn displays of Wunderlich terra-cotta roofing tiles are maintained for the easy 
selection of requirements by architects, builders and, homebuilders. 


Australian clays are ideal for tile making. They can be fired at 
extremely high temperatures—“burnt to a white heat”. This factor, 
combined with the addition during the firing of glazing salts, also the 
employment of controlled firing, imparts to the Wunderlich tile its 
characteristic hard-burnt finish and fadeless colours in rich reds, browns 
and buffs. Tiles in other colours—blues and greens—are attained by the 
use of “slip” glazes, fired to the surface of the tile. 
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A view of the press room at the Rosehill, N.S.W., Tileworks, shewing bats of 
pugged clay reaching the machines for pressing into tiles. The pressed tiles are 
subsequently dried and “fired” in kilns at high temperature. 
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Ceramic facing blocks in a variety of types are all extruded through dies to a 
predetermined shape, then dried, sprayed with ceramic glazes and kiln fired. 
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CERAMIC FACINGS 


Wunderlich Limited pioneered in Australia the manufacture of 
Ceramic Facings for city buildings, when it established factories at Rose- 
hill, New South Wales and Sunshine, Victoria, for the production of 
Architectural Terra-cotta. 

One of the earliest, most spectacular and successful contracts in 
this category was the facing of the then Government Savings Bank of 
New South Wales (now the Commonwealth Savings Bank) in Martin 
Place, Sydney, about 30 years ago. Since then many modern commercial 
buildings throughout Australia and New Zealand have been faced with 
Ceramic Veneer. Several of the most recent are illustrated on pages 54, 
55, 56 and 57. 

Wunderlich glazed ceramic products are available in a variety of 
lustrous or matt colours. One great virtue is that, like all true ceramic 


A view of the Commonwealth 
Savings Bank (originally the 
Government Savings Bank of 
N.S.W.), Martin Place , Sydney , 
one of the earliest buildings faced 
with a Wunderlich ceramic pro¬ 
duct . 




















GORDON amo COTCH 

'AUSTRALASIA* UUITtO 


Ceramic facing highlights 
this modern building . 


An industrial amenities 
unit with walls of ceramic 
glazed structural blocks . 


Ceramic veneer, typically 
employed as a complete 
facing. 















































glazes, their colours are permanent; they remain fadeless against the 
onslaught of atmospheric and climatic conditions, and meet the present- 
day demand for plain surfaces in colour for building facades. 

In the manufacture of Ceramic Facings, selected clays are finely 
ground, blended and mixed to a plastic state, then extruded through a 
de-airing pugmill to the required shapes and cut into lengths. After a 
period of drying, the glaze medium, formulated to give the desired colour, 
is sprayed on the surface of the blocks. 

The blocks are then “fired” in kilns to a temperature of 1200 degrees 
Centigrade, then, after the kiln has cooled, are carefully withdrawn and 
diamond cut to accurate size. 

The Company makes a variety of Ceramic Facings; Ceramic Veneer 
in 2 " thick blocks, Ceramic Facing in modular 1" thick units and Glazed 
Structural Blocks, which virtually combine brick and facing tile in one 
unit, also special shapes, copings, sills and decorative features. With 
Ceramic Veneer each block or shape is custom made to suit its position 
on the facade of the building for which it is intended. 

Ceramic Glazed fireplace surrounds are also manufactured. 

Ceramic products require very little maintenance. An occasional 
steam cleaning rids the surface of accumulated atmospheric grime and 
restores the original colourful glazed surface. 

STONEWARE PIPES 

Manufactured at Rosehill, New South Wales. 

These pipes, used for sewerage and drainage purposes, must be of 
an exceptionally durable quality to withstand the severe operational 
conditions to which they are subjected. For this reason selected and 
blended clays and shales are used. 
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Below is a view across Circular Qiiay, Sydney, and above close up views of the 
I.C.l. Building and Unilever House, Sydney, on both of which. Wunderlich ceramic 

facings were extensively used. 
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Wentworth Chambers, Sydney, features a facade of Wunderlich ceramic veneer. 
The columns and main entrance screen and frames were fabricated by Wunder¬ 
lich craftsmen in stainless steel. 
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Mutual Life and Citizens' Assur¬ 
ance Co. Ltd. buildings feature 
Wunderlich Ceramic Veneer. 



At left: NEWCASTLE, NS.W. 


& 
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Above: AUCKLAND, N.Z. 


At left: PERTH, W.A 






















M.L.C. BUILDING, NORTH SYDNEY, N.S.W. 

The above building a?rd the three illustrated on page 5 6 are extensively faced 
with Wunderlich ceramic veneer. The Auckland building features a complete 
ceramic facade, including the tower. 
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AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF CERAMIC, ART 
The ceramic mural illustrated, produced at our Rosehill, 
N.S.W., Factory for the Mildura Base Hospital, is the work 
of artist Douglas Annand. Overall dimensions are io'2" 
high by S'jf" wide. 
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The Technical Background of 
Wunderlich Limited 


In all the seventy years of its existence, the Wunderlich business 
has not been content merely to sell its products. The Wunderlich brothers 
who founded the business laid down from the first that service must 
go hand-in-hand with sales. 

Following this policy, the Company employs a staff of qualified 
draughtsmen to design or to develop from clients’ information, those 
Wunderlich products in metal and ceramics which are custom made to 
meet particular requirements. This service is of great value to architects, 
engineers and builders. Joint consultations help to solve problems asso¬ 
ciated with every project. 

Wunderlich draughtsmen also, where necessary, prepare detailed 
drawings showing the method of applying and fixing the products to 
the building for which they have been ordered. These "shop” drawings 
are used by the Company’s own fixing staff or by workmen employed 
by the builders. 

More often than not, the Company’s own workmen carry out this 
“fixing”. They are skilled in the installation of acoustic metal ceilings, 
architectural metalwork, steel partitions, roofing tiles, asbestos-cement 
roofing and walling and other Wunderlich products. 

Wunderlich salesmen, too, are not merely order-takers. They are 
regularly in touch with architects, engineers and builders and are ever 
ready to give advice from their intimate knowledge of the Company s 
products. They form a valuable liaison group between the associated 
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professions and trades on the one hand and the technical, designing, 
manufacturing and fixing staffs of the various departments of the 
Company. 

The preparation of detailed estimates and quotes is another essential 
service provided by the Company, facilitating the task of all who have 
to assess the cost of building projects. 

Modelling of a large variety of architectural features in plaster for 
reproduction in cast or stamped metal, in ceramics, glazed and kiln fired, 
and in moulded asbestos-cement, is carried out within the organisation. 

Then there is the service provided by the preparation and issue 
of a wide range of catalogues, folders and leaflets. These are of assistance 
not only to people in allied professions and trades, such as architects, 
engineers and builders, but also to the general public. 

Homebuilders and prospective homebuilders especially find this 
service of great value. By having before them good basic home designs 
attractively printed in colour, they are assisted in the building of houses 
of a high level of design and construction, at economical cost, with a 
resultant improvement in small house styling in this country. The ready 
co-operation of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects, in per¬ 
mitting the publication of its Small Homes Services Designs in Wunder¬ 
lich catalogues, has had an important influence on housing trends. 

The Company’s Advertising Department originates catalogues, 
folders and other publicity matter, including advertising in metropolitan 
and country newspapers, architectural, engineering, building and trade 
publications. 
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Research and Development 


The Wunderlich Research Laboratory is engaged in the constant 
checking of raw materials used in manufacture and run-of-the-mill tests 
of finished products from the various factories, to ensure uniform high 
quality. It is also occupied with improvements in manufacturing pro¬ 
cesses and long range research, aimed at the constant improvement of 
Wunderlich building materials and their performance under site condi¬ 
tions. Research leading to the development of new products is continuous 
and enables the Company to keep pace with world trends in building 
materials within its scope, so essential under the rapidly changing build¬ 
ing construction methods of today. 

•V- JA. 

WWW 

Since 1947 the Company has pursued a vigorous policy of engineer¬ 
ing expansion, modernisation and rationalisation, all flowing from the 
Engineering Department, which was established early in the period 
under review and which functions from the Head Office at Redfern, 
Sydney. 

This department has co-ordinated all engineering work through¬ 
out the Company’s factories. This has involved the standardisation of 
equipment and plant and has ensured the use of modern methods and 
machinery throughout the Company's operations. 

.AZ. 

WWW 

The Architectural Section of the Company is responsible for the 
designing and supervision of construction of new factory buildings, as 
well as alterations and additions to existing installations throughout the 
Company’s eighteen factories. 



Terra-cotta roofing tiles are kiln “fired” at high temperatures. The resultant 
colours, burnt into the tiles, are fadeless. 


62 
























































































The roadway leading into the Wunderlich group of factories, Rosehill, N.S.W. 


The Wunderlich Factory Organisation 

Of the eighteen Wunderlich Factories operating throughout Aus¬ 
tralia, several are illustrated on the following pages; photographs ol 
others, including those erected since 1947, appear on previous pages. 
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A modern office building houses the staff at the Rosehill group of factories. 
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An aerial view of the Wunderlich group of factories at Rosehill, near Sydney, 
N.S.W. Here are made terra-cotta roofing tiles, ceramic facings, “Durabestos” 
asbestos-cement products and stoneware pipes and fittings. 
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At Sunshine, Victoria, the Wunderlich, plant illustrated above produces ceramic 
facings and “Durabestos” asbestos-cement products. Below is illustrated the 
Wunderlich Terra-Cotta Roofing Tile Works at Vermont, Victoria. 




Above is illustrated the Wunderlich “Dumbest os” Asbestos-Cement Works at 
Gaythorne, near Brisbane, Queensland. Below is the Wunderlich Metalworking 
Factory at Amelia Street, Valley, Brisbane. 










Terra-cotta roofing tiles are produced at this modern Wunderlich Factory located 
at North gate , near Brisbane, Queensland. 


Below: The South Australian Metalworking Factory at Campden Gardens, near 

Adelaide , S.A. 









































































































Clay for terra-cotta roofing 
tile manufacture is won by 
modern methods. 















The Hobart Office of Wunderlich Limited is located at Melville Street, with the 

Metahvorking Factory at rear. 


Terra-cotta roofing tiles are manufactured at the Company's 
Works at Kings Meadows, Launceston, Tasmania. 
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H. L. Brisba ne and Wunderlich Limited 


WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATES 

In Western Australia, Wunderlich Limited has a substantial share¬ 
holding in H. L. Brisbane and Wunderlich Limited, a Company formed 
in ] 938 by the amalgamation of the Wunderlich manufacturing interests 
in that State with H. L. Brisbane and Company Limited. 

This Company is now one of the major industrial organisations in 
Western Australia, operating six factories within the metropolitan area. 

Administrative and sales offices, together with showrooms, are 
situated at Lord Street, Perth, where there is also a sheet-metal factory 
producing a large range of stainless steel and sheetmetal work for archi¬ 
tectural and industrial uses. In this area there is a further factory specialis¬ 
ing in the fabrication of shopfronts and shopfittings. 


Oil fired tunnel kiln, porcelain factory, Subiaco, Perth, W.A. 










At Caversham, about seven miles from Perth, terra-cotta roofing 
tiles are produced in one of the most modern tile factories in Australia 
and tile output is supplemented from another factory at Belmont. Here 
also is manufactured the major proportion of the State’s requirements 
of stoneware sewerage pipes and fittings. 

The largest pottery in Australia for the manufacture of hotel and 
domestic crockery, decorated pottery ornaments and sanitary ware is 
located at Subiaco, where two modern oil fired tunnel kilns are in opera¬ 
tion. 

Fireclay ware and high grade refractories are manufactured at 
Brown Street, East Perth, together with assay crucibles for use in the 
gold mining industry. 

The Company also conducts an extensive business as glass mer¬ 
chants. 

Attractive garden displays for advertising the Company’s products 
are maintained at Stirling Highway, Nedlands, and also at Victoria 
Park, Belmont and Bassendean. 

The present Board of Directors comprises: 

Messrs. H. L. Brisbane (Chairman) 

Alfred Wunderlich (Alternate—R. L. V. Ross) 

R. R. Long 
1 ). W. Brisbane 
N. G. Humphries 
G. E. Harwood 
and 

W. N. Morrison 
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The Terra-Cotta Roofing Tile Factory 
of H. L. Brisbane & Wunderlich 
Limited, Caver sham, Perth. 


Sales Office and Metalworking Factory 
at Lord Street, Perth. 




Canteen for staff employees. 
















Show exhibit featuring a range of Wunderlich building materials. 

Sales Promotion 

Wunderlich products are displayed prominently before the many 
thousands of visitors who attend agricultural shows, industrial and homes 
exhibitions, regularly held in the capital cities of Australia. 

Modern Showrooms featuring examples of Wunderlich products 
and displays of Wunderlich Terra-cotta Roofing Tiles in attractive 
garden and lawn settings are maintained in each State to enable archi¬ 
tects, builders and homebuilders to readily select their requirements. 
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THROOM, KITCHEN & 

m 


LAUNDRY WALLS 


A display board , as used by 
the Company's distributors , 
featuring “Duradec” decorated 
asbestos-cement sheets. 


BUFF GREEN 



AVAILABLE IN SHEETS 6 x3', 6 x4'. 7 x3'. 7x4. 

4U6 jftri 




z_ 


JNtfSS STEEL 


SINKS 


BEAUTIFUU.Y POLISHED. PERFECT FOR YOUR KITCHEN 


A stand for displaying Wun¬ 
derlich stainless steel sinks. 

















Distribution of Wunderlich Products 


Officers of the Company confer direct with architects, engineers and 
builders in the preliminary stages of all building projects on which 
Wunderlich products can be used. Sales are made direct to builders in the 
case of those products necessitating specialised fixing services such as 
Architectural Metalwork, Metal Ceilings, Acoustic Ceilings, Awning 
Ceilings, and Fascias, Flush Steel Partitions, Metal Letters and Name¬ 
plates, 1 erra-cotta I ile and Corrugated Durabestos Roofing and 
Ceramic Facings. 

I he Company s distributors (hardware stores and timber mer¬ 
chants) sell such products as ‘Durabestos” Hat and corrugated asbestos- 
cement sheets, “Duradec” decorated sheets, Stainless Steel Sinks, Metal 
Ceilings, Metal File Roofing, Ceramic Fireplace Surrounds and Flue- 
pipes which are in constant demand for home and general building. 

Distributors are supported, not only through press advertising, but 
by the issue of illustrated literature, display stands, show cards and the 
like. 


Typical press advertisements and brochures 
illustrating Wunderlich products , prepared by 
the Company's Advertising Department. 
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The Wunderlich “Durabestos” Display Home, Mt Gravatt, Brisbane, Queens¬ 
land, erected in 195J features a wide range of Wunderlich building products. 


Wunderlich Display Houses 

There is perhaps no more effective way of interesting people in 
the benefits to be gained by building their houses with the Company's 
products, than by giving them access to a practical demonstration house. 

The first Wunderlich Exhibition Home, a “Durabestos” asbestos- 
cement timber-frame house, was erected in 1941 at the Wunderlich Gar¬ 
den Display, Broadway, Sydney. 

In 1956 a “Durabestos” display home was built in the Brisbane 
suburb of Enoggera. Modern in design, colourful and attractive, it was 
inspected by over 60,000 people. 

Following the success of this practical method of demonstrating 
the value of Wunderlich Building Products in the erection of reasonably 
priced homes, another Display Home, illustrated above, was opened for 
public inspection in 1957 at Mt Gravatt, South Brisbane. 
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The Wunderlich “Durabestos” Display Home, Enoggera, Brisbane, Queensland. 


K i. t c h e n to a l Is a n d 
ceilings of “Durabes¬ 
tos” flat sheets. The 
stainless steel sink is a 
Wunder licit product. 


Beloxu: Lixjitig room 
with walls of “Dura¬ 
bestos” flat sheets and 
a Wunderlich modern 
metal ceiling. 





Above: Dining room 
xuith walls of “Dura¬ 
bestos” flat sheets and 
a Wunderlich modern 
metal ceiling. 


Bedroom features 
xualls and ceilings of 
“Durabestos” flat 
sheets. 







































Wunderlich Limited 
Finnncial Statistics 


Not once in all its history has Wunderlich Limited failed to pay a 
dividend to its stockholders. The world wars and the disastrous depres¬ 
sion of the ic^o’s did not succeed in bringing about the hauling down 
of this, the Company’s proudest banner. 

Since 1908 when the Wunderlich business became a limited liability 
company, stockholders (formerly shareholders) have received a total of 
£“2,623,630 in dividends. Of interest are the following statistics relating 
to the Company as at 28 February 1957: 


Paid-up Capital 



£1,312,690 

Reserves . 



£1,311,144 

Stockholders’ Funds 



£2,623,834 

Number of Stockholders 



2,500 

Investments in Land, Buildin; 

gs, Machinery and Plant 

£1,938,610 

Total Value of Assets . . 



£4,477,879 

Number of Employees on Payrolls . . 


2,150 

Wages and Salaries paid durin 

g the year 

ended 28 Feb- 


ruary 1957 .. 



£2.144.93’ 

Land owned throughout Australia . . 


690 acres 



S hare holders’ 

Declared 


Capital 

Funds 

Profits 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1948 . 

600,400 

870,865 

68,049 

* 949 . 

600,600 

9 OI > 3°3 

75>°94 

' 95 ° . 

7 ° 7>335 

1,052,384 

79.259 

1 95 1 . 

7 ° 7> 6 33 

1,094,424 

93.924 

>952 . 

7 <> 7. ( >33 

L 1 53^773 

95.273 

>953 . 

707,633 

1,224,615 

1 () 9.393 

■954 . 

707,633 

1,425,182 

155,650 

>955 . 

707,633 

1,864,572 

208,9H) 

’ 95 6 . 

981,449 

1,952,138 

201,569 

>957 . 1 

[,312,690 

2,623,834 

240,198 
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Employee W el fare 


Employee welfare has always been a guiding principle of the 
Directors of Wunderlich Limited, who, being firm believers that content¬ 
ed employees are major assets of the Company, have welcomed opportuni¬ 
ties to pass on benefits. As a result of this humane approach to “the men 
who earn the profits” the Company has never experienced serious 
industrial trouble. 

A non-contributory Staff Partnership Fund, established in 1915, 
was one of the earliest employee benefit schemes introduced in Aus¬ 
tralia. In 1954, it was replaced by a Superannuation Fund, also non¬ 
contributory, administered by Trustees. 

The Superannuation Fund provides a lump sum benefit to employee 
members on retirement or to their beneficiaries at prior death. The 
Fund moneys, which come from periodic Company contributions, are 
invested by the Trustees and the income earned is re-invested to help 
provide maximum employee benefits. Employees are required to com¬ 
plete a qualifying period of service before admission to the Fund. The 
assets of the Fund at the 28th February 1957 totalled £250,000. 

Amenities in the form of modern lunch, rest, change and wash 
rooms are provided in all offices and works. 

Employees in some branches operate their own Sports Clubs, with 
Company assistance when required. These Clubs enable the employees 
to pursue various sporting activities as well as to stage annual picnics, 
concerts etc. 

The Company rewards employees who complete twenty-five and 
fifty years’ service with presentations. 

Annual Staff Dinners are held in all branches. 
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The Years Ahead 


Australia, this land of vast spaces and possibilities, faces an era of 
great expansion and prosperity. The past decade, a period of remarkable 
growth, is but a prelude of what is yet to come. 

For Australia has the capacity to support, and an imperative need 
for, a far greater population than occupies this large continent today. 

Australia has the mineral wealth—coal, iron, bauxite, copper, 
uranium and a host of other vital natural resources, some of them as yet 
virtually untapped—and the necessary primary production potential 
to support a rapidly expanding economy. It has a vigorous migration 
policy that ensures an adequate supply of labour to implement future 
manufacturing and primary production needs. Established Australian 
Industries have every reason to look to the future with unbounded 
confidence. The Wunderlich Industry, founded 70 years ago, is firmly 
entrenched in the manufacturing field. With its wide ramifications in 
the building materials and allied industries, and with a forward looking 
policy it cannot fail to advance with the Nation. 

The Directors and Management of Wunderlich Limited know full 
well that the success already attained, whilst due to many contributing 
factors, has as its broad base the support over the years of Architects, 
Engineers, Builders and Distributors throughout Australia and the 
adjacent Islands, who have specified, used and retailed the Company’s 
products. To these people we extend our grateful thanks. 

In the years to come the policy of Wunderlich Limited will not 
change from that laid down seventy years ago; a policy of quality of 
production and friendly dependable service in all phases of its manu¬ 
facture and dealings. 
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